give the best training possible to the students, whether they Retire-aimed at being painters, independent artist-designers or mentfrom humbler cotton-print or wallpaper designers for private the College firms, and believed further that well-trained students would of Art quickly adapt themselves to the particular conditions they would meet with in industry. Nor did I feel that vocational training for particular industries was the best course to pursue for a central college of art; this should rather be the task of provincial schools in touch with local industries. It was now^made clear to me that the Board was no longer satisfied *with this position; the time had come for me to make way for a younger man, with a policy more in accord with industrial conditions, After an interview with Sir Henry Pel-ham, then Permanent Secretary of the Board of Education, I asked leave of the President, Lord Halifax, to retire at the end of the session. Percy Jowett, then Principal of the Centra! School of Arts and Crafts, was appointed to succeed me. No better choice could have been made. He started with the confidence of the Board; under his able guidance the College was unlikely to become industrialized. I bade farewell to staff and students; not displeased to be freed from official duties.
Before my retirement I was bidden for the last time to the Royal Academy Banquet, for, no longer an official, I would not again be invited to sit at that gathering of all the talents. I was amused watching Sickert as he leant forward beaming to applaud the worst speeches. Meeting him after the dinner I noticed his youthful appearance—it was one of the intervals when he had no beard—his hair was still thick and retaining some of its gold. But he was feeling old, he declared, he would soon be one of the immortals. Not so, "Walter, I chaffed him, you are immortal now! Look after your health and enjoy your immortality while it lasts 1
One thing I learned while at the College: that there are many gifted people, men and women, who have initiative while they are studying, but through a lack of energy let it pass from them, and so drift. Were they to work with others under inspiring leadership they might pass fruitful years

